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2026 KENTUCKY GENERAL ELECTION

VOTER RESOURCE GUIDE

GENERAL ELECTION DAY REGISTRATION DEADLINE
Tuesday, November 3rd, 2026 Monday, October 5th at APM ET

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER TO VOTE!

e Register or check your registration info at ww.GoVote.Ky.gov.
e Online Registrations must be received by 4:00 PM Local Time.

e Registrations returned to the Clerk’s Office will be accepted by close of
business.

e Only 17? You can still register to vote in Kentucky as a 17-year-old if you
will be 18-years-old by or on November 3rd, 2026.

about your conviction(s) and determine if you are eligible to vote right

now, or, if you are eligible to go through the process to restore your right
to vote.

e College student?If you are a college student registered to vote in
Kentucky and cannot participate in your precinct’s location on election
day, apply for an absentee ballot with your local county clerk or via
govote.ky.gov September 19th through October 20th.

e Voting with a disability? ADA certified machines, assistance and other
early-voting options are available.
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http://govote.ky.gov
http://govote.ky.gov
https://civilrightsrestoration.ky.gov/Pages/qualify.aspx
https://civilrightsrestoration.ky.gov/Pages/qualify.aspx
https://elect.ky.gov/About-Us/Pages/County-Clerks.aspx
https://vrsws.sos.ky.gov/abrweb
https://elect.ky.gov/Voters/Pages/Voters-with-Disabilities.aspx

KEY DATES TO REMEMBER:

September 19th through October 20th

e \otersin need of a paper absentee ballot may request these from their local county
clerks or via govote.ky.gov.

October 20th through November 3rd
e \otersortheir legally authorized representative may submit a notarized paper
application for an absentee ballot due to a medical emergency (within 14 days or less
of an election).

October 21st, 22nd, 23rd, and also 26th, 27th, 28th
e [Excused, In-Person Absentee Voting: qualified voters may cast absentee ballots
during normal business hours the six (6) business days immediately before the
Thursday of no-excuse in-person absentee voting period. MUST HAVE ONE OF THE
DESIGNATED REASONS TO CAST A BALLOT DURING THIS PERIOD (e.g.: out of the
county/state on election day, known medical operations scheduled on election day,
etc.)

October 27th
e Lastday to apply for military-overseas ballots. Applications, including the declaration
accompanying a federal write-in absentee ballot, must be RECEIVED by this day. An
application for a military-overseas ballot for a primary, whether or not timely, is
effective as an application for a military overseas ballot for the regular election.

October 27th
e |astday tocancel an absentee ballot. Any voter who received their requested
absentee ballot by mail, but who now knows at least 7 days before election day that
he/she will in fact be in the county on election day after all, can return their unused
absentee ballot to the county clerk. We all know plans can change! These voters
can/shall vote in person.

October 29th, 30th, 31st
e In-person no-excuse absentee voting is available at the county clerk's office or other
place designated by the county board of elections and approved by the State Board of
Elections. Individuals can vote prior to election day and not need to provide any reason
for doing so.

[continued on next page]


https://elect.ky.gov/Resources/Documents/2026%20Election%20Calendar%20Final%20Version%2010_6_2025.pdf
https://elect.ky.gov/About-Us/Pages/County-Clerks.aspx
https://elect.ky.gov/About-Us/Pages/County-Clerks.aspx
https://vrsws.sos.ky.gov/abrweb
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=27368

November 3rd: ELECTION DAY!

e Polls are open 6AM to 6PM, prevailing/local time. If you are in line to vote at 6PM -
STAY IN LINE! You will be allowed to vote.

e County boards of elections to be in session all day. They will meet at the clerk’s office
at 8AM to count absentee ballots, but the absentee ballot results shall not be made
public until after 6PM, prevailing/local time.

e Mail-in absentee ballots must be received by the clerk before 6PM, prevailing/local
time. Information contained in an application for an absentee ballot shall not be made
public until after the close of business hours on Election Day.

e Thereis no prohibition to disclose at any time, upon request, the total number of
applications for absentee ballots that have been filed.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:

Kentucky Voter Information Center (VIC)
Check your registration status & find your precinct location!

1
1 View a sample ballot for your county/precinct once they are publicly posted

I
Kentucky State Board of Elections Homepage

1
1 View polling locations near you
I

Contact your local county clerk

REMINDER: There will be a KENTUCKY CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT on the 2026 General Election ballot!

The official text and what you can plan to see on your General Election ballot for the
Constitutional Amendment question (continued on next page):



https://vrsws.sos.ky.gov/vic/
https://web.sos.ky.gov/electionballots/
https://elect.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://elect.ky.gov/Voters/Pages/Polling-Locations.aspx
https://elect.ky.gov/About-Us/Pages/County-Clerks.aspx
https://www.sos.ky.gov/elections/Pages/Constitutional-Amendments.aspx
https://www.sos.ky.gov/elections/Pages/Constitutional-Amendments.aspx

Are you in favor of imiting a Governor's ability to grant pardons or commute sentences by
prohibiting him or her from granting pardons or commuting sentences during the time
period beginning 60 days prior to the general election at which the Governor is elected, and
ending when the Governor is sworn in for that term by amending the Constitution of
Kentucky as stated below?

It is proposed that Section 77 of the Constitution of Kentucky be amended to read as
follows:

(1) The Governor shall have power to:
(a) Remit fines and forfeitures; and
(b) Commute sentences and grant reprieves and pardons, except:
(i)  Incase ofimpeachment; or
(i) For the period beginning sixty days prior to the date of the gubernatorial
election and ending the fifth Tuesday succeeding the election.

(1) The Governor shall file with each application therefor a statement of the reasons for
his or her decision thereon, which application and statement shall always be open to
public inspection.

(2) In cases of treason, the Governor shall have power to grant reprieves until the end of
the next session of the General Assembly, in which the power of pardoning shall be
vested; but he or she shall have no power to remit the fees of the Clerk, Sheriff or
Commonwealth's Attorney in penal or criminal cases.

YES NO

BRIEF SYNOPSIS & CONTEXT FOR THE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT:

o Thelanguage for this Constitutional Amendment comes from Senate Bill 10 adopted by
the 2026 General Assembly. It passed the Senate 36-1 (one member not voting) and it
passed the House 82-12 (six members not voting).

o The Governor can currently grant pardons or commute sentences (shorten or end
someone's prison sentence) at any time — the only current limit is that a Governor can't
do this while facing impeachment. This Constitutional Amendment would add a new
limit: the Governor would not be able to issue pardons or commutations during a set
window around elections where they are on the ballot or when their termis ending —
starting 60 days before the general election in which the Governor is elected, and
lasting until the new term begins in December (the Constitutional Amendment text says
"the fifth Tuesday after the election," which lands around when a Kentucky Governor
swearing in takes place in early December).

m A "yes" vote: Creates this new blackout period. The Governor could still pardon
or commute sentences during the rest of the four-year term — just not in the
roughly two-and-a-half months surrounding the election and transfer of power.
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https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/Law/Constitution/Constitution/ViewConstitution?rsn=85
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/26rs/sb10.html

m A "no" vote: Keeps the Governor's pardon power as it is today, with no
election-related restriction.

o What stays the same either way based on Kentucky’s Constitution:

m The Governor must still file a written statement explaining the reason for every
pardon or commutation, and that statement is public record. (This isn't new —
it's already required today, documented in the Executive Journal, and the
Constitutional Amendment keeps it.)

m The Governor still cannot pardon in cases of impeachment.

m Intreason cases, the Governor can still issue a temporary reprieve — final
pardon power for treason stays with the state legislature (General Assembly), as
it does now.

o Additional Context: Thisamendment was introduced after controversy over pardons
issued by a former Kentucky Governor in his final days in office in 2019. Proponents of
the amendment say it prevents pardons from happening "in the dark" right before or
after an election with little accountability and that Governors would still retain 3-years
and 9-months worth of clemency authority. Opponents of the amendment say it
threatens an important legal “safety valve” for the executive branch to maintain a “check
and balance” to oversight or mistakes made by the judicial branch, and that state
constitutions should not be rewritten due to an isolated historical event.

o Passage of this Constitutional Amendment might make Kentucky one of the first —
possibly the first — among states to write an election-timing restriction on gubernatorial
clemency directly into its state constitution. Many states have other kinds of “checks” on
pardon power including, more commonly, structural limits rather than timing limits —
things like requiring a pardon board's recommendation before the governor can act
(Texas), requiring pardons to be reported to the legislature with reasons given (California
— similar to Kentucky's existing disclosure requirement), or vesting clemency power in a
board rather than the governor alone (Georgia). These reflect types of “check and
balance” approaches for how power is used, not temporary election-season restrictions
on when it can be used.

TAG US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
#KentuckyHealthcareVoter #KYVoters4Health
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