
R E E N T R Y
KENTUCKY 1115 DEMONSTRATION WAIVER

W H O  I S  C O V E R E D ?

60 DAYS BEFORE RELEASE: AT RELEASE: UP TO 12 MONTHS POST RELEASE:

Medicaid application and
enrollment
Case management, needs
assessment screening
Medication assisted treatment
(MAT) with counseling for SUD

30-day supply of required
prescriptions, including a
prescription for durable medical
equipment (DME) such as a walker
or wheel chair, and over-the-
counter medications

Ongoing case management to
support to assess and address
both physical health and
behavioral health needs

CMS is allowing Kentucky to deliver 5121 services (listed above) through the 1115 Reentry waiver, reducing
administrative burden and simplifying implementation. In YDCs, youth will get both the mandatory baseline
and expanded waiver benefits like MAT, extended case management, and medication at release. In JDCs,
only 5121 applies for now, but adopting 5122 would expand coverage to the full Medicaid/CHIP benefit for
youth awaiting adjudication.

2025

Screenings 30 days before release (medical, dental, vision, and behavioral health)
Targeted case management 30 days before release and least 30 days after release for
adjudicated youth under 21 or former foster youth 18-26: YDCs, Juvenile Detention
Centers (JDCs)
Eligibility is suspended upon incarceration

Section 5121 (mandatory):

APR 2026OCT - DEC 2025 JAN - MAR 2026

W H E N  D O E S  C O V E R A G E  F O R  T H E  R E E N T R Y  W A I V E R  B E G I N ?

JUL - SEP 2025JUL - SEP 2025

Returning home from incarceration can be overwhelming. Access to healthcare at this time, including
medication, therapy, and care coordination, helps people stay stable and healthy as they get back on their
feet. When care begins before release, people are more likely to continue treatment and succeed after they
return to the community. To support this transition, Kentucky’s Medicaid Reentry Waiver provides pre-
release services and helps connect people to care at release.

W H A T  D O E S  T H E  R E E N T R Y  W A I V E R  D O ?

Adults in Kentucky state prisons
Youth in Youth Development Centers (YDC)
Note: each of these populations must be Medicaid/CHIP eligible prior to incarceration

A D D I T I O N A L  R E S O U R C E S
Kentucky TEAM KY 1115 Reentry Demonstration Approval Letter (July 2, 2024)
DMS State Plan Amendment (SPA) Portal KY-24-0018 Implementation of CAA Section 5121 
DMS Kentucky Reentry Public Forum (December 12, 2024) 

C O N S O L I D A T E D  A P P R O P R I A T I O N S  A C T NOW - DEC 2026

Implementation, planning,

and program design

Implementation, planning,
and program design

Systems deployment,

assessment and training

Systems deployment,
assessment and training

Readiness assessmentReadiness assessment 1115 live!1115 live!

https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/section-1115-demonstrations/downloads/ky-teamky-appvl-07022024.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/spa/downloads/ky-24-0018.pdf
https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dms/BHI/KY%201115%20Reentry%20Public%20Forum%20Slides_12.12.24%20(002).pdf#:~:text=On%20July%202%2C%202024%2C%20CMS%20approved%20Kentucky%E2%80%99s%201115,released%20from%20carceral%20settings%20%28Medicaid%20or%20CHIP%20eligible%29.
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/section-1115-demonstrations/downloads/ky-teamky-appvl-07022024.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/spa/downloads/ky-24-0018.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/spa/downloads/ky-24-0018.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/spa/downloads/ky-24-0018.pdf
https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dms/BHI/KY%201115%20Reentry%20Public%20Forum%20Slides_12.12.24%20(002).pdf#:~:text=On%20July%202%2C%202024%2C%20CMS%20approved%20Kentucky%E2%80%99s%201115,released%20from%20carceral%20settings%20%28Medicaid%20or%20CHIP%20eligible%29.
https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dms/BHI/KY%201115%20Reentry%20Public%20Forum%20Slides_12.12.24%20(002).pdf#:~:text=On%20July%202%2C%202024%2C%20CMS%20approved%20Kentucky%E2%80%99s%201115,released%20from%20carceral%20settings%20%28Medicaid%20or%20CHIP%20eligible%29.

