
March 24, 2023

Hand delivered and sent by email

The Honorable Andy Beshear
Governor of the Commonwealth of Kentucky

On behalf of the undersigned organizations, providers, and concerned Kentuckians, we
urge you to VETO SB 150, which has become the most sweeping anti-LGBTQ bill in the
nation. The prohibition in SB 150 of all medical treatment for gender dysphoria by anyone
licensed under KRS 311, even when requested by their parent or guardian, is incredibly
dangerous to the health and wellbeing of transgender youth in the Commonwealth. The bill
specifically prohibits the administration of safe and reversible puberty-blocking medications,
although this is clearly the standard of care for medical personnel to utilize. It also requires
that Kentucky youngsters who are already on medications for the treatment of gender
dysphoria be weaned off those medications. SB 150 will quite literally put vulnerable lives
at risk and is already having a chilling effect on medical practice in the Commonwealth, as
providers fear loss of license and civil penalties and liability for many years. It will make it
very difficult to recruit and retain physicians and other providers trained to provide care in
these areas.

If SB 150 becomes law, it will especially ostracize and marginalize transgender youth in the
school setting by forbidding the requirement that preferred pronouns be used, even with
parental request, clamp down on access to information and education around sexual
development and gender orientation, require the use of restrooms and dressing rooms be
limited to the sex recorded on the student’s birth certificate and prohibit any instruction or
presentation regarding gender identity, gender expression or sexual orientation.

While mental health providers and services are not directly mentioned in this most recent
bill, we know that cutting off access to appropriate medical care will heighten the despair
and increase the suicide risk for each of these youngsters. Every major medical and mental
health organization in the United States recognizes the necessity of transition-related care
for improving the physical and mental health of transgender people.  Cutting off supports,
acknowledgement and acceptance of trans-youth for who they are will lead to deepening
states of isolation, rejection and depression, again heightening the suicide or self-harm risk.

In these times of an acknowledged youth mental health crisis, prohibiting the school
setting from being a safe and affirming place for all students will further marginalize
this tiny percentage of students and increase their risk of suicide. SB150 creates
serious problems for Kentucky providers, trans-kids and is an assault on family
privacy and parents' rights. It will ultimately produce poorer health outcomes and
make Kentucky an unwelcoming place to do business. Removing parents’ rights and
access to obtain appropriate medical care for their children is a dangerous policy
choice that will produce harmful and at times deadly consequences. Please take
action to protect and support ALL of Kentucky’s children. Please VETO SB 150.
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Organizations:
Advocacy Action Network
Alzheimer's Association of Greater Kentucky & Southern Indiana
American Civil Liberties Union of Kentucky (ACLU Kentucky)
American Foundation for Suicide Prevention
Another Look Psychological Services
Appalshop
ARCH Community Health Coalition
atAdvocacy
Autistics United Kentucky
AVOL Kentucky
Ban Conversion Therapy Kentucky
Bethany Christian Psychological Services, PLLC
Bethesda Tabernacle, Lexington, KY
Black Leadership Action Coalition of Kentucky (BLACK)
Bornstein Psychological Services
Boys & Girls Haven
Bridgehaven, Inc.
Brighter Futures Counseling, PLLC
Building Foundations Counseling
Cairn Guidance
Caritas Community Resources
Caritas House
Central Kentucky Case Management Inc.
Central Kentucky Council for Peace and Justice
Centre College Pride Alliance
Children and Family Counseling Associates
Clarity Counseling Services
Coalition for the Homeless
Community Based Mental Health
Community Forward
Comprehend, Inc.
Congolese Association of Lexington, Inc.
Danville Counseling Center
Difference Press
Discovery 502 Counseling
East Louisville Psychology Group
Fairness Campaign
Family Health Centers, Inc.
Family Practice Assoc
Forward Kentucky
Foundation for a Healthy Kentucky
Fuller Life Counseling
Georgetown Pediatrics
Groupworks Psychological Services
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Harlie’s Haven PLLC
HealthFirst Bluegrass
Holly Hill Child and Family Solutions
Home of the Innocents
Homeless and Housing Coalition of Kentucky
Hood to the Holler
HopeBoyz
Independence Seekers Project
Indivisible Danville
Jeff Street Baptist Community at Liberty
Jefferson County Teachers Association
Jewish Family and Career Services
Kelsi Helterbrand Counseling, LLC
Kentuckiana Alliance of Advocates
Kentuckiana Autistic Spectrum Alliance (KASA)
Kentuckiana Health Collaborative
Kentuckians For The Commonwealth
Kentucky Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry (KACAP)
Kentucky Academy of Science
Kentucky Access to Care Coalition
Kentucky Alliance Against Racist And Political Repression
Kentucky Association for Psychology in the Schools (KAPS)
Kentucky Association for School Social Work
Kentucky Association for School Social Work (KASSW)
Kentucky Association of Regional Programs (KARP)
Kentucky Association of Sexual Assault Programs (KASAP)
Kentucky Center for Economic Policy
Kentucky Chapter – American Academy of Pediatrics
Kentucky Coalition Against Domestic Violence
Kentucky Coalition for Healthy Children
Kentucky Equal Justice Center
Kentucky Health Justice Network
Kentucky Mental Health Coalition
Kentucky Nurses Association
Kentucky Partnership for Families & Children, Inc.
Kentucky Poor People’s Campaign
Kentucky Psychiatric Medical Association
Kentucky Psychological Association
Kentucky PTA
Kentucky Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice
Kentucky Services
Kentucky Society of Clinical Social Work
Kentucky Student Environmental Coalition
Kentucky Voices for Health
Kentucky Youth Law Project, Inc.
Key Assets Kentucky
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KY120United-AFT
La Casita Center
Lake Cumberland Diversity Collective
Lakes Psychological Services
League of Women Voters of Kentucky
League of Women Voters of Northern Kentucky
Learning Grove
Left of Centre Therapies
Lexington Lettering
LifeSkills
Louisville NAACP Youth Council
Louisville Showing Up for Racial Justice
Louisville Transmasculine Alliance
Louisville Urban League
Louisville Youth Group
Luminary Comity, Inc.
Mandala House
Maryhurst
McMurtry Properties
McNary Group
Mental Health America of Kentucky
Metro United Way
Mind Growing Counseling, LLC
MindPsi: School Psychological Services
Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America
NAMI KY Paducah Affiliate
NAMI Lexington
National Association of Social Workers - Kentucky Chapter (NASW-KY)
National Association of Social Workers - Lake Cumberland Region
New Beginnings, Bluegrass
New Vista
NKY Pride Center
Northstar Counseling Center, LLC
Omni Family of Services
Omni Visions, Inc
Open Doors Counseling Center
Parker Relationship Center
Participation Station
Pathways Inc.
Pediatric Associates, PSC
People Advocating Recovery (PAR)
Peterson Psychological Services, PLLC
PFLAG National
Planned Parenthood Alliance Advocates - Kentucky
Port Royal Baptist Church
Prevail Counseling & Associates
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Progress Kentucky
Pulaski County Community Coalition
Purchase Youth Village
Ramey-Estep
RiverValley Behavioral Health
SAFY
School of Professional Psychology at Spalding University
Second Mile Behavioral Health
Seven Counties Services / Brooklawn & Boys Haven
Showing Up for Racial Justice (SURJ)
Solace Therapy Solutions, PSC
Spalding University
Splice Salon
Springwell Behavioral Health
Square One Specialists in Child and Adolescent Development
Strive Sport & Performance Psychology
StrongMinds Psychology, PLLC
TCI Educational Consulting
The Alliance for Pediatric Behavioral and Mental Health of Kentucky
The Home Of Opportunities and Dreams
The Postpartum Adjustment Center
The Revolution NKY
The School of Professional Counseling at Lindsey Wilson College
Together We Will: Louisville
Transcending Stigma
Transformative Justice Mental Health Clinic - HLP
Turning Point Mental Health Services
Union Church of Berea, KY
Unitarian Universalist Church of Lexington, KY
United Food and Commercial Workers Local 227
Wellspring, Inc.
Your Guide to Livengood
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Providers:
A. J. Steele, Ph.D.
Abigail Stone, LPCA
Allison From-Tapp, Ph.D.
Allison Moreman, Ph.D., LMFT
Amanda Besinger, MSW, LCSW
Amanda Merchant, Ph.D.
Amanda Oerther, Ph.D.
Amy Cooper-Puckett, LCSW
Amy Haesler, LCSW
Arthi Kaundar, MD
Arthur Shechet, Ph.D.
Ashima K Gupta, MD
Benjamin W. Arnold, M.A., LPCC-S
Beth Simon, Psy.D.
Brighid Kleinman, Ph.D.
C. Colgan Tyler, LCSW
Cameron Young, LCSW
Carol Komara, MSN
Carol M. Held, PH.D., INC.
Cay Shawler, MS
Christal Badour, Ph.D.
Christopher F. Bolling, MD
Christy Elliott-Gonzales, APRN
Delvan A. Ramey, Ph.D.
Dr. Clinton M. Nowicke
Dr. Joan Buchar
Dr. Joetta Prost
Dr. Katherine L Stone
Eric Russ, Ph.D.
Erin Royal, MS, LPP
Felicia Smith, Ph.D.
Gary Weinstein, MD
Geneva Drane, MA. LPCA., MFTA
Hannah Gibson, MS
Helen Hinton, LPCC
Helene L.Finke, Ph.D., PLLC
Holly Gustafson, Ph.D.
Jacks Gillis, PsyD
Jaseena Elikkottil, MD
Jennifer E. Day, Psy.D., PLLC
Jessica Estes, DNP, APRN-NP, PMHNP
Joetta Prost, Ph.D.
Judith Axelrod, MD
Julia Richerson, MD, FAAP

Julie Evans, LCSW
Kari Hall Jones, PsyD, LLC
Kathleen Blaisdell Curry, Ph.D.
Kathryn Haendiges, Psy.D., PLLC
Kathy K Hager, DNP, APRN, FNP-BC, CDE
Kim Jonason, Ph.D.
Lacey McNary, MSW
Laurie Mount Grimes, Ph.D.
Lisa C. Steelsmith, Psy.D., PLLC
Liz Edghill, BA, RN, BSN
Lori Bradbury-Robinson, Psy.D.
Margaret Calvery, Pediatric Psychologist
Marilyn M Wagner Ph.D.
Mary J. Macys, Ph.D.
Megan Hobbs Begovic, MEd, LPCA
Michelle Elisburg, MD, FAAP
Michelle Elisburg, MD, MPH, FAAP
Nicola Foreman, LCSW
Nicole Lally, LCSW LCADC
Pamela B. Stein, Ph.D.
Pamela Hendricks, LMFT, LLC
Pamela Ratcliffe, LCSW
Patricia Bautista-Cervera, MD, MPH
Patricia Weiter, Ph.D.
Patrick Hardesty, Ph.D.
Rachel Archer, LPCC-S
Ramona Johnson, APRN, CS
Rena Andrews, MS
Rishi Kumar, MD
Roberta White, LCSW
Robin Goodman, LCSW
Robin Sublett, Ph.D.
Rochelle C. Mehl, Ph.D.
Samantha Frisone, LMFT-A
Sheila A. Schuster, Ph.D.
Stephanie Brand, RN
Stephanie Vittitoe MA, LPCC
Sue Bentley, M.D.
Suzanne Meeks, Ph.D.
Tonia Myers, APRN, DNP
Tony L Sheppard, Ph.D.
Wayne Harper, Ph.D.
Whitney Campbell, LMFT
William Stoops, Ph.D.
William Summay, MA
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Concerned Kentuckians:
Aaron Viles
Alanea Graci
Alex Cowand
Alexandra Quintela
Ali Krantz Ignatow
Allen Hansen
Alley Lindner
Allison Adams
Allison Moreman
Allison Stack
Amanda Besinger
Amanda Green
Amanda Martin
Amanda Mitchell
Amber Snell
Amelia Kirby
Amelia Stanley
Andrea Sinclair
Andrew Ignatow
Angela Cummings
Angela Gott
Angela Magnuson
Anita Michelle Adams
Ann Goodwin
Ann Thompson
Anna Peterson
Annie Olczyk
Anthony Bitter
April Bash
April Walters
Arthur Jenkins
Ashley Homrich
Ashley Matanich
Ashley Wilson
Austin Hacker
Bailey Cromer
Becky Jones
Belinda Castle
Ben Harlan
Benjamin Adam Kaplin
Berry Franklin Craig III
Beth Howard
Beth Rosen
Bethany Brickley

Betty Weaver
Bev Harp
Bill Adkins
Brandi Duggins
Brenda Arellano
Brenda Morris
Brittany Garrett
Bruce Maples
Bryan Phelps
Carly McAllister
Carol Kaszubski
Carol Pauly
Carol Walker
Carolina Rodriguez
Caroline Brickley
Caroline Couch
Catherine Lee
Catherine Lynn Biesecker
Chana Akins
Charlene Greer
Charles David Collier
Charlotta Bright Norby
Chelsie Temmen
Chet Sygiel
Christina Conover
Christina Libby
Chrystal Oliver Chrisman
Chuck Eddy
Cindi Blyberg
Clara Nunez
Clare Wahl
Clay Taylor
Col Owens
Courtney Ham
Crys Santacruz
Cynthia Mace
Dana Gahafer
Dana Neidmann
Daniel Whitehead
Danielle Beam
Darby Campbell
David Allgood
David Dunn
David Miller
David Schuster
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David Townsend
Dawn Durr
Debby Lucas Angel
Debra Graner
Debra Richards Harlan
Denise Wells
Desha Lee
Dorsey Wagner
Doug Price
Douglas Todd Jones
Dustin Bishop
Elaine Digges
Elizabeth A. Johnson
Elizabeth Carby Freeman
Elizabeth H Jackson
Elizabeth Reisz
Elizabeth Stearman
Elizabeth Ueland
Emilie Dyer
Emilie Wills
Emily Campbell M.Div., MAT
Emily Jackson
Eric Russ
Erica Binder Wooten
Erin Schepman
Erwin (Ernie) Lewis
Eva Astudillo
Eva Ellis
Evon Rajewich
Ezra Targaryen
Fallon Noto
Fanny Timmer
Fei Bi Chan
Gabriel LeGrand Freeman
Geetanjali Gulati
Georgeann Brown
Gina Begluitti Otterson
Gisele Mellen
Gregory A Sparks
Gwynn Fister
Hayley Wagner
Heather Ayer
Heba Aljumaily
Hocker Craig
Holly Hudnall
Holly McCue

Hope Hawkins
Ismara G. Lopez
Ivonne Rovira
J. Lorilea Conyer
James Robert
Jane Johnson
Jane Stosberg
Janet Norris Gates
Janet Sogar
Janette Rogers
Jason Barrett
Jay Castaneda
Jazmin Smith
Jean Christensen
Jeanne Ward
Jennifer Allen
Jennifer Gibson
Jennifer Leigh Price
Jerry Englehart
Jessica Newland
Jessica Reese
Jim Pauly
Jiten S. Shah
Joan Buchar
JoAnn R. Schwartz
Joanne Graf
John Bryan LeSieur
Jonathan C Hardy
Joseph Johnson
Joyce Nell Adkins
Judy Taylor
Julie Richardson
Juliet Aura
K.A. Owens
Kaitlin Haggard
Karen Ayala
Karen Diggs
Karina Barillas, MEd
Karyn Mckenzie
Katherine L Stone
Katherine Walker-Payne
Kathryn Kidwell
Katie Barry
Katrin Bahr
Keith Elston
Kela Parton
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Kelly Taulbee
Kenneth Wolf
Kevin McAweeney
Kia Nishida
Kim Davis
Kimberley Dawn Ross
Kimberly Kennedy
Kirk Gillenwaters
Kristi Burch
Larry Muskopf
Laura Detmering
Laura Escobar-Ratliff
Laura Wittenberg
Lauren Jones Mayfield
Lauren Zahrn
Lawrence Griesinger
Leah Montgomery
Lee Ann Napier
Lee Loftis
Leigh White
Leo Miller
Leslie Ritchie
Lisa Garrison Ragsdale
Lizzie Schreyer
Loie M. Faulkner
Luta Garbat-Welch
Mackenzie Brown
MacKenzie Cavalier
Mackenzie Leachman
Mackenzie Wallace, J.D.
Margaret Gardiner
Marissa Movai
Marissa Webb
Mark P. Burress
Mark Roth
Marshall Ward
Mary Beth McGavran
Mary Beth Young
Mary Flege
Mary MacDonald
Mechele Neighbors
Megan Simpson
Meghan Whitehead
Melinda Anne
Melinda Wilson
Melissa Noyes Mather

Melissa Packwood
Melonie Stutz
Michael Bordieri
Michael L Kluemper
Michelle Martel
Moira Owen
Molly Tackett
Molly Wallace
Mr. Erin Sandy Downs
Nancy M. Crewe
Nancy Price
Nancy Reid
Natalie Kearns Whaley
Nathaniel A. Gregory
Nelson Pence
Nina Eisner
Nina G Maples
Olivia Tussey
Paresh Gupta
Patty Tripp
Paul Evans
Priyanka Patel
Raaziq El-Amin
Rebecca Paige Barger
Rebecca Powell
Rebecca Shobe
Rebecca Singer
Regan Lookadoo
Rev. Cindy Weber
Rich Seckel
Rob Faesy
Ryder From
Samm Ownby
Sarah Ashley Sidebottom
Sarah Burress
Sarah Chatt
Sarah Kolb
Sarah Powell
Sarah Whitledge
Shameka Parish
Shannon Sauer-Zavala
Shelly Skees
Steven D. Brown
Steven Fitts
Susan Bell
Susan Pointer
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Susan Starling
Suzannah Williams
Tanya Torp
Taylor Carver
Theresa Glore
Tori Murden
Tracy Bentley
Valarie Phelps
Venus Evans
Vicki Hale
Vickie Kristiansen
Victoria Cook Griesinger
Virginia Meagher
Virginia Pais-Gilbert
William Kaszubski
William Martin
Willie Edward
Willow Hambrick
Xio Martinez
Yamira Rafael
Yaphet Edghill
Yarieli Cuevas
Zachary Bases
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